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PREFACE 

I Mohamed Jaffor, tlie humble author, was a lesi- 
dont of the famons City of Tbanesar or Coorchctlur/ 
From the age of 17 tiU I was 25 I was employed as 
au attoruey ia Couifc. In 1863 at the time of the 
TTmbeyla War^ was _ charged with abetting the 
lYar against the Queen and sentenced to 
transportation for life at tba Andamans. On ray atriral 
at Port Bla\f I ^Yas made a Munshi in the Chief Coui- 
laissionor and Superintendent's Office. 

The Sapetintondent'a certificates of my good conduct 
and ability surpass those of the native high officials in 
India, 

Major Prothervo under whose immediate orders I 
served for 10 years and who is more acquainted with the 
circumstances of my case, conduct and ability than 
others wrote 2 or 3 letters about my release. I , would 
apologize to my readers for quoting a few passage from 
these which I trust may interest them. When my 
Master sent tho Han<l>book to the Ohie(' Commissioner 
he wrote " I have received g» cat assistance from Suikh 
8yed Mohamed laffer No. 11450, Head Munshi in the 
Southern District, in the preparation of this work he has 
laboured most wilingly at it during his leisure hours, 
and his intimate acquaintanco with the numerous Settle* 
ment orders of the past 1 2 or IS years has proved very 
useful in its compilation. He has nUo unaided trans- 
lated the whole of the work from English into Urdu." 
After this ho recommended me for c 
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Jie "^Trote, " mat i have known ]\loliameri Jatier as lie 
states since 1869, his conduct since which time so far 
as I- have had opportunities of -judging has been un- 
exceptionable, be is a very studious hardworking man, 
and”’ since his arrival in Port Blair in transportation has 
taught himself English, which he now reads, writes and 
speaks M’ith fluency ; he has on many occasions befen 
of great use in the ofiices to which he has been attached, 
and is I believe the author of most of the returns and 
forms at present in use with convict Vernacular depart- 
ment, his services whenever required have been cheer- 
fully rendered, and have always found him ready for 
any amount of work ; I am of course aware that Jthe 
expediency or otherwise of the conditiontfl release of 
Mohamed Jafter will be decided on quite different 
grounds to those above set forth, my object however in 
making these remarks is to show that really there are 
no reasons why Mohamed Jaffer should not be allowed 
a conditional -release within the limits of the settlement 
of Port Blair,” and when owing to some causes there 
was a delay in recommending my release he wrote an- 
other letter and said that since the date of my last 
letter on the subject Mohamed Jafter’s conduct has been 
very good and his work performed entirely to my great 
satisfaction.” On the receipt of this last letter Chief 
Commissioner was pleased to recommend my conditional 
release and sent the copies of all the letters to the Gov- 
ernment of India, the Secretary of the Government of 
India declined to grant me the conditional release which 
was not accepted by many convicts in 1877. My master 
consoled me by saying that after the Cabool War is 
over he would agaiu recommend my release as the 
proverbsays, “ the world stands on hope” let us see what 
will come out of the hidden curtain. 
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Volumns would not contain the wondcig, the tian?- 
foiraationsund changes that it has been my lot witness. 

For a long time many gentlemen, who have lead 
Persian, Urdu, and Nagri with me, havo desired mo to 
write a work in Urdu as spoken at Port Blair A om 
which they might derive benefit in. learning the language, 
besides which many of my friends in India and Poit 
Bldir have requested me to write a work on Port Blair, 
shewing the population, habits, customs, administiation, 
law and languages spoken at Port Blair, os well as* an 
account of the aboiigincs in older that they might 
acquiie some knowledge of the place. 

o 

Impiessed by these two causes, I have ventured to 
put before the public a brief History of Poit Blair and 
have named it “ Tarikh Ajib " ^ , 'J (wondeiful 

Histoiy) the nine letters of which the uanie is compo« 
sed give the no of the present Ilijree ccra (1296). 

In conclusion I beg ray readers to overlook any 
mistakes that may havo occuircd, and they would pray 
that our great Government relieve me from the Society 
of naked friends so as to enable me to- complete the 
othei volumn of this book in my own pure country 
language. 


Pout Blaie: ■) S. S. HOHA3XEH JAFFEP, 
Isi Jpril ISIO. j 




introduction: 

The following work was compiled at the urgent re- 
quest of Sardar Bhagel Singh, the District Siipeiintend- 
enl of Police, ahd his son Sardar Thakur Singh , and 
in April last it was dedicated to the said Sardars who 
afier perusing the work approved of it very much. 

The said Sardar by his letter dated 5th Apiil 1879, 
sent this work to Major 'W’imbcrloy, the Deputy Super- 
ftitendent to ask his permission to get the said woik 
published, Major Wimbeiley in his reply said he sawt 
“ no objection to the work being published*' hat at Port ' 
Blair thero*is no good Press the work has therefore not 
yet been published Being a convict, I beg to give up 
my right of authorship, and I authorize the Proprietor 
of tho Ncwul Kishorc Press of Lucknow to get this work 
printed and reprinted at his ownwill and accord and I 
hand over its copy right to him. 


Port Blatr ; . 
iif Juhj 1879. 


S. S. MOHAMED JAFFER. 

Head Munshi Sujpdt, Distiict 
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